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thej^ used precious stones as pigments. The best
Mogul miniatures, therefore, have a high aesthetic
value, apart from their historical importance,
in spite of the artificial atmosphere in which the
artists lived.
The portrait (Frontispiece) of Sultan Muham-
mad Kutb Shah of Golconda, by Mir Hashim,
one of Shah Jahan's court painters, might be
taken  to represent the acme of elegance and
distinction attained in Mogul painted portraiture.
IB the fine sensitive drawing of the head and
hands Mir Hashim shows himself Bichitr's equal.
Like the latter he has got entirely free from the
somewhat   tiresome   mannerisms   of  the   calli-
graphic school,  while  retaining its  cameo-like
precision and delicacy of finish.   The conventional
profile pose is made natural and unaffected, the
perpendicular lines of the long sword and the
fall of the brocaded edges of the Sultan's muslin
shawl giving it a statuesque dignity.   The pearly
hues of the white drapery, faultlessly rendered,
are set off by sparkling contrasts of emerald, ruby,
gold, and jade.   Other Mogul portraits may show
a more sumptuous palette and subtler gradations
of colour, but few have the brilliancy and charm
of this little gem of Mogul art.   It seems to
suggest a wall painting in miniature,  and as
mural decoration, life-size, it would have been a
noble ornament for the Sultan's palace.
Jahinglr was as fond of decorating the walls